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1
INTERIOR PERMANENT MAGNET
MACHINE HAVING A MIXED RARE EARTH
MAGNET AND FERRITE MAGNET ROTOR

TECHNICAL FIELD

The invention generally relates to an internal permanent
magnet machine, and more particularly to a rotor assembly
for the internal permanent magnet machine.

BACKGROUND

Interior Permanent Magnet (IPM) machines include a rotor
having a plurality of magnets of alternating polarity disposed
around an outer periphery of the rotor. The rotor is rotatable
within a stator which includes a plurality of windings. The
rotor magnetically interacts with the stator to generate rota-
tion of the rotor about an axis of rotation. An IPM machine
may use either ferrite magnets or rare earth magnets, such as
NdFeB, in the rotor. Ferrite magnets are less expensive, but
produce a lower performance compared to the rare earth
magnets when utilized in identically configured IPM
machines.

SUMMARY

An interior permanent magnet machine includes a wound
stator, and a rotor core. The rotor core includes a ferrite pole
and arare earth pole. The ferrite pole defines a plurality of first
pole cavities, and the rare earth pole defines a plurality of
second pole cavities. The rotor core magnetically interacts
with the wound stator for rotation about a central axis of
rotation. The interior permanent magnet machine further
includes a plurality of ferrite magnets and a plurality of rare
earth magnets. One of the plurality of ferrite magnets is
disposed within each of the first pole cavities of the ferrite
pole, and one of the plurality of rare earth magnets is disposed
within each of the second pole cavities of the rare earth pole.

A rotor assembly for an internal permanent magnet
machine is also provided. The rotor assembly includes a rotor
core concentrically disposed about a central axis of rotation.
The rotor core includes a plurality of ferrite poles and a
plurality of rare earth poles. Each of the plurality of ferrite
poles defines a plurality of first pole cavities, and each of the
plurality of rare earth poles defines a plurality of second pole
cavities. The rotor assembly further includes a plurality of
ferrite magnets and a plurality of rare earth magnets. One of
the plurality of ferrite magnets is disposed within each of the
first pole cavities of the ferrite pole, and one of the plurality of
rare earth magnets is disposed within each of the second pole
cavities of the rare earth pole. The plurality of ferrite magnets
of' the ferrite pole are arranged in a plurality of rows radially
spaced from each relative to the central axis of rotation. Each
of'the plurality of first pole cavities and the plurality of ferrite
magnets in the ferrite pole include a cross section perpendicu-
lar to the central axis of rotation that defines an arcuate shape
having an arc center. The arc centers of each of the plurality of
ferrite magnets of the ferrite pole are concentrically located
relative to each other. Each of the plurality of rare earth
magnets of the rare earth pole includes a cross section per-
pendicular to the central axis of rotation that defines a rect-
angular shape. The plurality of rare earth magnets of the rare
earth pole are arranged in a plurality of layers. Each layer of
the rare earth magnets of the rare earth pole defines a concave
V-shape perpendicular to the central axis of rotation.

Accordingly, the rotor assembly includes both ferrite mag-
nets and rare earth magnets, arranged in alternating poles in a
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configuration that is specifically designed to minimize the
volume of rare earth magnets, while substantially maintain-
ing the performance of an equivalent all rare earth magnet
rotor assembly. Minimizing the volume of the rare earth mag-
nets used in the rotor assembly, reduces the cost of manufac-
turing the rotor assembly when compared to an all rare earth
magnet rotor assembly, with no significant loss in perfor-
mance.

The above features and advantages and other features and
advantages of the present invention are readily apparent from
the following detailed description of the best modes for car-
rying out the invention when taken in connection with the
accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic cross sectional view of an internal
permanent magnet machine.

FIG. 2 is an enlarged schematic fragmentary cross sec-
tional view of the internal permanent magnet machine.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Those having ordinary skill in the art will recognize that
terms such as “above,” “below,” “upward,” “downward,’
“top,” “bottom,” etc., are used descriptively for the figures,
and do not represent limitations on the scope of the invention,
as defined by the appended claims.

Referring to the Figures, wherein like numerals indicate
like parts throughout the several views, an Interior Permanent
Magnet machine is generally shown at 20. The IPM machine
20 may include, but is not limited to an electric motor or other
similar device.

Referring to FIG. 1, the IPM machine 20 includes a wound
stator 22 and a rotor assembly 24. The rotor assembly 24
magnetically interacts with the wound stator 22 to rotate
relative to the wound stator 22 about a central axis of rotation
26. The rotor assembly 24 includes a rotor core 28. The
central axis of rotation 26 is disposed at a center of the rotor
core 28. The rotor core 28 includes at least one ferrite pole 30
and at least one rare earth pole 32. Preferably, the rotor assem-
bly 24 includes a plurality of ferrite poles 30 and a plurality of
rare earth poles 32. The number of the ferrite poles 30 is equal
to the number of the rare earth poles 32. The ferrite poles 30
and the rare earth poles 32 are arranged radially about the
central axis of rotation 26 in an alternating relationship. When
the rotor assembly 24 includes a plurality of ferrite poles 30
and a plurality of rare earth poles 32, each ferrite pole 30 is
circumferentially disposed between two rare earth poles 32,
and each rare earth pole 32 is circumferentially disposed
between two ferrite poles 30. FIG. 1 represents an IPM
machine 20 having 12 total poles, including 6 ferrite poles 30
and 6 rare earth poles 32. However, it should be appreciated
that the total number of poles of the IPM machine 20 may vary
from the exemplary embodiment shown in FIG. 1.

Referring to FIG. 2, each of the ferrite poles 30 includes a
first pole axis 34 that extends radially outward from the cen-
tral axis of rotation 26 through a center of each respective
ferrite pole 30. Each of the ferrite poles 30 defines a plurality
of first pole cavities 36.

Each ferrite pole 30 includes an equal number of first pole
cavities 36 therein, arranged in an identical orientation. The
first pole cavities 36 extend three-dimensionally into the rotor
core 28. The first pole cavities 36 may include cutouts, slots,
etc. The rotor assembly 24 further includes a plurality of
ferrite magnets 38, with one of the plurality of ferrite magnets
38 disposed within each of the first pole cavities 36. It should
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be appreciated that the ferrite magnets 38 and the first pole
cavities 36 include substantially corresponding cross sec-
tional shapes perpendicular to the central axis of rotation 26.
The ferrite magnets 38 may completely fill the first pole
cavities 36, or may leave one or more air gaps between each
of' the ferrite magnets 38 and their respective first pole cavity.
The wound stator 22 includes a plurality of windings 40 that
magnetically interact with the ferrite magnets 38 disposed
within the first pole cavities 36 of the ferrite poles 30 to
generate torque, and cause rotation of the rotor core 28 about
the central axis of rotation 26 relative to the wound stator 22.

The shape and orientation of the ferrite magnets 38 and the
first pole cavities 36 is described in detail below with refer-
ence to FIG. 2. While the description provided herein is
limited to only a single ferrite pole 30 shown in FIG. 2, it
should be appreciated that the shape and orientation of the
ferrite magnets 38 and their respective first pole cavities 36
are identical to the orientation described herein with refer-
ence to the single ferrite pole 30 shown in FIG. 2.

Each of the first pole cavities 36 and their respective ferrite
magnets 38 disposed therein includes a cross section perpen-
dicular to the central axis of rotation 26 that defines an arcuate
shape having an arc center. The magnets of the each ferrite
pole 30 are preferably arranged symmetrically about their
respective first pole axis 34, such that the arc centers of each
of'the ferrite magnets 38 of each ferrite pole 30 are concentric
with each other, i.e., each arc center of each ferrite magnet 38
of each ferrite pole 30 share a common radial center location
42.

The first pole cavities 36 of each ferrite pole 30 are
arranged in one or more rows that are radially spaced relative
to the central axis of rotation 26. Each row is radially spaced
from the other rows. As shown in the Figures, the first pole
cavities 36 of each ferrite pole 30 define three rows, i.e. a first
row 44 or radially outermost row relative to the central axis of
rotation 26, a second row 46 or radially middle row, and a
third row 48 or radially innermost row relative to the axis of
rotation 26. Accordingly, the third row 48 is spaced nearer the
central axis of rotation 26 than the second row 46, and the
second row 46 is spaced nearer the central axis of rotation 26
than the first row 44. It should be appreciated that the first pole
cavities 36 of each ferrite pole 30 may define only a single
row, or may define more than the three rows shown. Further-
more, each row may include any number of first pole cavities
36 therein. As shown, the first row 44 includes two first pole
cavities 36, the second row 46 includes three first pole cavities
36, and the third row 48 includes three first pole cavities 36.
However, the number of first pole cavities 36 in each row may
differ from the exemplary embodiment shown.

Each ferrite magnet 38 of the first row 44 includes a first
radius 50, each ferrite magnet 38 of the second row 46
includes a second radius 52, and each ferrite magnet 38 of the
third row 48 includes a third radius 54. The third radius 54 is
greater than the second radius 52, and the second radius 52 is
greater than the first radius 50. Preferably, the first radius 50,
the second radius 52 and the third radius 54 each include a
value between the range of 8 mm and 25 mm. However, it
should be appreciated that the value of the first radius 50, the
second radius 52 and the third radius 54 may differ from the
exemplary range provided herein.

Each layer of the ferrite magnets 38 of each ferrite pole 30
includes a thickness. As shown in FIG. 2, the first row 44 of
the ferrite magnets 38 include a first thickness 56, the second
row 46 of the ferrite magnets 38 include a second thickness
58, and the third row 48 of the ferrite magnets 38 include a
third thickness 60. Accordingly, each ferrite magnet 38 in
each row includes the same thickness, but the thickness of the
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ferrite magnets 38 in each different row may be difterent. As
shown, the thickness of the ferrite magnets 38 in each row of
the ferrite magnets 38 decreases with an increase in the radial
distance from the central axis of rotation 26. Accordingly, the
first thickness 56 of the first row 44 of the ferrite magnets 38
is smaller than the second thickness 58 of the second row 46
of' the ferrite magnets 38, and the second thickness 58 of the
second row 46 of the ferrite magnets 38 is smaller than the
third thickness 60 ofthe third row 48 of the ferrite magnets 38.
Preferably, the first thickness 56 for the first row 44 of the
ferrite magnets 38, the second thickness 58 of the second row
46 of the ferrite magnets 38, and the third thickness 60 of the
third row 48 of the ferrite magnets 38 is between the range of
2 mm and 5 mm. However, it should be appreciated that the
value of the first thickness 56, the second thickness 58 and the
third thickness 60 may differ from the exemplary range pro-
vided herein.

Each of the rare earth poles 32 includes a second pole axis
62 that extends radially outward from the central axis of
rotation 26 through a center of each respective rare earth pole
32. Each of the rare earth poles 32 defines a plurality of
second pole cavities 64.

Each rare earth pole 32 includes an equal number of second
pole cavities 64 therein, arranged in an identical orientation.
The second pole cavities 64 extend three-dimensionally into
the rotor core 28. The second pole cavities 64 may include
cutouts, slots, etc. The rotor assembly 24 further includes a
plurality of rare earth magnets 66, with one of the rare earth
magnets 66 disposed within each of the second pole cavities
64. It should be appreciated that the rare earth magnets 66 and
the second pole cavities 64 include substantially correspond-
ing cross sectional shapes perpendicular to the central axis of
rotation 26. The rare earth magnets 66 may completely fill the
second pole cavities 64, or may leave one or more air gaps
between the rare earth magnets 66 and the respective second
pole cavities 64. The windings 40 of the wound stator 22
magnetically interact with the rare earth magnets 66 disposed
within the second pole cavities 64 of the rare earth poles 32 to
generate torque, and cause rotation of the rotor core 28 about
the central axis of rotation 26 relative to the wound stator 22.

The rare earth magnets 66 may include any type of rare
earth magnetic material suitable for use in the IPM machine
20. For example, each of the rare earth magnets 66 may be
manufactured from and include, but are not limited to,
Neodymium iron boron (NdFeB). The flux of the strong rare
earth magnets 66 from one of the rare earth poles 32 enhances
the flux of the ferrite magnets 38 of the circumferentially
adjacent ferrite poles 30, thereby lowering the demagnetiza-
tion potential of the ferrite magnets 38 in the adjacent ferrite
poles 30.

The shape and orientation of the rare earth magnets 66 and
the second pole cavities 64 is described in detail below with
reference to FIG. 2. While the description provided herein is
limited to only a single rare earth pole 32 shown in FIG. 2, it
should be appreciated that the shape and orientation of the
rare earth magnets 66 and their respective second pole cavi-
ties 64 are identical to the orientation described herein with
reference to the single rare earth pole 32 shown in FIG. 2.

Referring to FIG. 2, each of the second pole cavities 64 and
their respective rare earth magnets 66 disposed therein
includes a cross section perpendicular to the central axis of
rotation 26 that defines a rectangular shape. The rare earth
magnets 66 of each of the rare earth poles 32 are arranged in
at least one layer defining a concave V-shape perpendicular to
the central axis of rotation 26 with an apex 68 of the concave
V-shape disposed on the second pole axis 62.
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The rare earth magnets 66 of each of the rare earth poles 32
are preferably arranged symmetrically about the second pole
axis 62 of each respective rare earth pole 32. The rare earth
magnets 66 of each of the rare earth poles 32 is arranged to
define a first group 70 of the rare earth magnets 66 and a
second group 72 of the rare earth magnets 66. The first group
70 of the rare earth magnets 66 is disposed on a first side 74 of
the second pole axis 62, and the second group 72 of the rare
earth magnets 66 is disposed on a second side 76 ofthe second
pole axis 62. The first group 70 of the rare earth magnets 66
and the second group 72 of rare earth magnets 66 are prefer-
ably mirror images of each other across the second pole axis
62. Each of the rare earth magnets 66 of the first group 70 is
completely disposed on the first side 74 of the second pole
axis 62. Similarly, each of the rare earth magnets 66 of the
second group 72 is completely disposed on the second side 76
of the second pole axis 62.

Asnoted above, the second pole cavities 64 of the rare earth
poles 32 are arranged in one or more layers. [fthe second pole
cavities 64 of each rare earth pole 32 are arranged in multiple
layers, then the layers are radially spaced from each other
relative to the central axis of rotation 26. As shown in the
Figures, the second pole cavities 64 of each rare earth pole 32
are arranged to define two layers, i.e. a first layer 78 or radially
outermost layer relative to the central axis of rotation 26, and
a second layer 80 or radially innermost layer relative to the
central axis of rotation 26. Accordingly, the first layer 78 is
disposed radially farther from the central axis of rotation 26
than the second layer 80. It should be appreciated that the
second pole cavities 64 may define only a single layer, or may
define more than the two layers shown. Furthermore, each
layer may include any number of second pole cavities 64
therein. As shown, the first layer 78 includes two second pole
cavities 64, and the second layer 80 includes two second pole
cavities 64. However, the number of second pole cavities 64
in each layer of each rare earth pole 32 may differ from the
exemplary embodiment shown.

Each layer of the rare earth magnets 66 of each rare earth
pole 32 includes a thickness. As shown in FIG. 2, the first
layer 78 includes a first thickness 82, and the second layer 80
includes a second thickness 84. Accordingly, each magnet in
each layer includes the same thickness. The thickness of the
magnets in each layer is different. As shown, the thickness of
the magnets in each layer of magnets decreases with an
increase in the radial distance from the central axis of rotation
26. Accordingly, the first thickness 82 of the first layer 78 of
magnets is less than the second thickness 84 of the second
layer 80 of magnets. Preferably, the first thickness 82 for the
first layer 78 of the rare earth magnets 66 and the second
thickness 84 of the second layer 80 of the rare earth magnets
66 is between the range of 2 mm and 5 mm. However, it
should be appreciated that the value of the first thickness 82 of
the rare earth magnets 66 and the second thickness 84 of the
rare earth magnets 66 may differ from the exemplary range
provided herein.

The detailed description and the drawings or figures are
supportive and descriptive of the invention, but the scope of
the invention is defined solely by the claims. While some of
the best modes and other embodiments for carrying out the
claimed invention have been described in detail, various alter-
native designs and embodiments exist for practicing the
invention defined in the appended claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. An interior permanent magnet machine comprising:

a wound stator;

a rotor core including at least one ferrite pole defining a

plurality of first pole cavities, and at least one rare earth
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pole defining a plurality of second pole cavities, wherein
the rotor core magnetically interacts with the wound
stator for rotation about a central axis of rotation;

a plurality of ferrite magnets, with one of the plurality of
ferrite magnets disposed within each of the first pole
cavities of the at least one ferrite pole; and

aplurality of rare earth magnets, with one of the plurality of
rare earth magnets disposed within each of the second
pole cavities of the at least one rare earth pole;

wherein the plurality of ferrite magnets of the at least one
ferrite pole are arranged in at least a first row, a second
row, and a third row radially spaced from each other
relative to the central axis of rotation, with the third row
spaced nearer the central axis of rotation than the second
row, and the second row spaced nearer the central axis of
rotation than the first row;

wherein all of the ferrite magnets in the first row have a first
thickness, all of the ferrite magnets in the second row
have a second thickness, and all of the ferrite magnets in
the third row have a third thickness, with the first thick-
ness being less than the second thickness, and the second
thickness being less than the third thickness;

wherein the plurality of rare earth magnets of the at least
one rare earth pole are arranged in at least a first layer
and a second layer, wherein a cross sectional shape
perpendicular to the central axis of rotation of each of the
first layer and the second layer defines a concave
V-shape having an apex of the concave V-shape disposed
on a second pole axis, and with the first layer disposed
radially farther from the central axis of rotation than the
second layer;

wherein the rare earth magnets of the first layer include a
first thickness and the rare earth magnets of the second
layer include a second thickness, with the first thickness
less than the second thickness; and

wherein the rare earth magnets of the at least one rare earth
pole are arranged about the second pole axis to define a
first group of the rare earth magnets that are entirely
disposed on a first side of the second pole axis, and a
second group of the rare earth magnets that are entirely
disposed on a second side of the second pole axis, such
that all of the rare earth magnets of the at least one rare
earth pole are disposed in either the first group or the
second group ofrare earth magnets, with none of the rare
earth magnets extending across the second pole axis.

2. An interior permanent magnet machine as set forth in
claim 1 wherein the rotor core includes a plurality of ferrite
poles and a plurality of rare earth poles.

3. An interior permanent magnet machine as set forth in
claim 2 wherein the number of the plurality of ferrite poles is
equal to the number of the plurality of rare earth poles.

4. An interior permanent magnet machine as set forth in
claim 3 wherein the plurality of ferrite poles and the plurality
ofrare earth poles are arranged radially about the central axis
of rotation in an alternating relationship.

5. An interior permanent magnet machine as set forth in
claim 1 wherein the plurality of rare earth magnets include
neodymium magnets.

6. An interior permanent magnet machine as set forth in
claim 1 wherein each of the plurality of ferrite magnets in the
ferrite pole include a cross section perpendicular to the cen-
tral axis of rotation defining an arcuate shape having an arc
center.

7. An interior permanent magnet machine as set forth in
claim 6 wherein the arc centers of each of the plurality of
ferrite magnets of the ferrite pole are concentric with each
other.
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8. An interior permanent magnet machine as set forth in
claim 1 wherein each of the plurality of rare earth magnets of
the at least one rare earth pole include a cross section perpen-
dicular to the central axis of rotation defining a rectangular
shape.

9. An interior permanent magnet machine as set forth in
claim 1 wherein the first group of the rare earth magnets and
the second group of the rare earth magnets are mirror images
of each other across the second pole axis.

10. A rotor assembly for an internal permanent magnet
machine, the rotor assembly comprising:

a rotor core concentrically disposed about a central axis of
rotation and including a plurality of ferrite poles and a
plurality of rare earth poles, with each of the plurality of
ferrite poles defining a plurality of first pole cavities and
each of the plurality of rare earth poles defining a plu-
rality of second pole cavities;

a plurality of ferrite magnets, with one of the plurality of
ferrite magnets disposed within each of the first pole
cavities of the ferrite pole;

wherein the plurality of ferrite magnets of the ferrite pole
are arranged in a plurality of rows radially spaced from
each other relative to the central axis of rotation;

wherein each of the plurality of first pole cavities and the
plurality of ferrite magnets in the ferrite pole define an
arcuate shape having an arc center when viewed in a
cross section perpendicular to the central axis of rota-
tion, with the arc centers of each of the plurality of ferrite
magnets of the ferrite pole concentrically located rela-
tive to each other;

wherein all of the ferrite magnets in each row of ferrite
magnets have an identical thickness, and with the thick-
ness of the ferrite magnets of each row decreasing with
an increase in radial distance from the central axis of
rotation;

aplurality of rare earth magnets, with one ofthe plurality of
rare earth magnets disposed within each of the second
pole cavities of the rare earth pole;
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wherein each of the plurality of rare earth magnets of the
rare earth pole defining a rectangular shape when viewed
in a cross section perpendicular to the central axis of
rotation; and

wherein the plurality of rare earth magnets of the rare earth

pole are arranged in a plurality of layers, wherein a cross
sectional shape perpendicular to the central axis of rota-
tion of each of the plurality of layers of the rare earth
magnets of the rare earth pole defines a concave V-shape
having an apex of the concave V-shape disposed on a
second pole axis;

wherein the plurality of layers of the rare earth magnets of

the at least one rare earth pole includes at least a first
layer and a second layer, with the first layer disposed
radially farther from the central axis of rotation than the
second layer;

wherein the rare earth magnets of the first layer include a

first thickness and the rare earth magnets of the second
layer include a second thickness, with the first thickness
less than the second thickness; and

wherein the rare earth magnets of the at least one rare earth

pole are arranged about the second pole axis to define a
first group of the rare earth magnets that are entirely
disposed on a first side of the second pole axis, and a
second group of the rare earth magnets that are entirely
disposed on a second side of the second pole axis, such
that all of the rare earth magnets of the at least one rare
earth pole are disposed in either the first group or the
second group ofrare earth magnets, with none of the rare
earth magnets extending across the second pole axis.

11. A rotor assembly as set forth in claim 10 wherein the
number of the plurality of ferrite poles is equal to the number
of' the plurality of rare earth poles.

12. A rotor assembly as set forth in claim 11 wherein the
plurality of ferrite poles and the plurality of rare earth poles
are arranged radially about the central axis of rotation in an
alternating relationship.
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